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Myths and Realities:
A series of public debates
Wednesday 8th September 2010
18.30 – 20.00
The British Library
Educational standards – not as good as my day?
This is the fifth in a series of public debates on significant public and social issues. The aim of the series is to challenge some of the common myths and assumptions we make and show the role social science plays to explain what is happening and the way ahead. This debate will explore some of the issues about educational standards and examinations.
Programme

18:30

Welcome 
Jude England, Head of Social Sciences, British Library
18.35
Debate is introduced by the Chair, Peter Wilby, journalist and former editor of the New Statesman
Grades of Uncertainty: What Can Examination Results Tell Us About Educational Standards?’

Professor Roger Murphy, School of Education, University of Nottingham,
What does it mean when test results change?

Sarah Maughan, Head of Research in Assessment and Measurement at the National Foundation for Educational Research
Standardisation is the real issue.
Anastasia de Waal, Deputy Director and Director of Family and Education, Civitas. 
Followed by discussion and concluding with drinks (pay bar) at 20.00

Biographies
Peter Wilby is a Leicester- born journalist and education columnist. He started his career writing for The Observer, was Education Correspondent of the New Statesman in the 1970s and for the Sunday Times in the 1980s. He joined the Independent on Sunday in 1990, becoming its editor 1995-6. Subsequently he was editor of the New Statesman from 1998-2005 and still writes a weekly column for it as well as writing for the Observer and the Guardian. He has written several books including The Condition of English Schooling, 1981 and Education 2000, 1982, as well as a biography of Anthony Eden, 2006. He is a founder member of the editorial board of the Journal of Education Policy. 
Roger Murphy is a Professor of Education at the University of Nottingham, where he has been both Head of the School of Education and Dean of the Faculty of Education.  He has had a long term interest in educational assessment and his research has been principally about examination standards, innovations in assessment, and public perceptions of examination results. He is the author of a large number of articles and books about educational assessment and examinations. He has also worked closely with all the main UK Awarding Bodies and has been a consultant to a number of overseas ministries of education and governments. He is a former President of the British Educational Research Association and is currently a Non-Executive Director of Edexcel.

Sarah Maughan is Head of Research in Assessment and Measurement at the National Foundation for Educational Research.  In her role she is involved in national curriculum test development projects and in the administration of international surveys such as TIMSS (Trends in International Maths and Science Study) and PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment).  Sarah has been involved in test development projects and in research projects into different forms of assessment, she has written extensively for different audiences including policy makers, researchers and practitioners.  Sarah worked for an awarding body for ten years where she was involved in developing new qualifications.

Anastasia De Waal is Deputy Director and Director of Family and Education at the think tank Civitas. Anastasia is a qualified primary school teacher, specifically trained for inner-city teaching. A regular contributor to broadcast and print media, her publications include Inspection, Inspection, Inspection, Second Thoughts on the Family and Inspecting the Inspectorate. She is Chair of Parentline Plus, a board member of Women’s Parliamentary Radio and a panelist for the Observer.
 

