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5th July 2010
	Phone  01793 442173

	E-Mail: Joanna.lake@esrc.ac.uk 

	Fax 01793 413002


Dear Colleague,


REVIEW OF THE ESRC/JISC ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DATASET
I am writing to invite you to contribute to the review of the ESRC/JISC Economic and Social Data Service (ESDS).  This review will inform ESRC’s and JISC’s decision on the continued funding of the Service beyond the current contract that will end in 2012. To support this decision the review will evaluate the quality and impact of the Service and will consider its strategic plans and priorities for the future. Summary information about ESDS can be found at Annex I.
A Review Panel, chaired by Professor Tim Holt (University of Southampton), with senior members of the academic and user communities, has been established to undertake the review.  The members of the Review Panel are listed at Annex II on the attached sheet.  The Panel will visit ESDS in September 2010, to meet with key personnel from the Service including the Director and Associate Directors as well as research staff and representatives from the host institutions. Additionally, the Panel will also consider the views of the Chair of the ESDS Advisory Committee and the ESRC Strategic Advisor for Research Resources. The panel also hopes to meet with some key users and other stakeholders.

An information pack will also be provided prior to the Panel prior to their visit.  This will include copies of the ESDS contracts, annual reports, service level agreements and the ESRC and JISC strategic plans.  

The Panel also wishes to invite submissions from users of the Service including both depositors and researchers utilising the datasets. You are invited to make a submission, preferably of no more than two sides of A4 (so as not to overburden the review panel), by Wednesday 4th August 2010. 
It would help the panel if you could describe your main reason for contact with the ESDS. For example, as a data depositor, a user for research purposes or a user for teaching purposes. 

You should focus your response around the following headings:
· The quality and delivery of ESDS- your impressions of the quality of the Service provided by ESDS, how its services’ are delivered and the support provided by ESDS.

· ESDS’ contribution to the social science community- your views on the impact ESDS has had on the social science community (both in the UK and internationally) as well as on economic and social policy more generally.

· The future requirements of ESDS – your thoughts on the Service’s continued relevance, areas of future development to meet your evolving needs and how the Service can broaden its range of users;
· Your general view of the importance of the ESDS to the social science community, its strengths and deficiencies.
· Other Comments- any other comments that you would like the Panel to be aware of.
We hope that you will be able to participate in the Review and look forward to hearing from you.  If you have any questions, or if there is anything I can help you with, please get in touch with me.

Yours Sincerely,
[image: image1.emf]
Joanna Lake

Senior Evaluation Manager

· 01793 442173

· Joanna.Lake@esrc.ac.uk 
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Annex I
ESRC/JISC ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DATA SERVICE 

SUMMARY DETAILS

1. ESDS was established in 2003 to provide access and support for an extensive range of key economic and social data. The current ESDS contract runs from 1st October 2007 to 30th September 2012. The Service is directed by Professor Kevin Schurer (University of Essex) and has received a total of £13.2million (£10.7million from ESRC and £2.5million from JISC) over five years. 
2. The overall aim of ESDS is to promote wider and more informed use of data for research and teaching in the social sciences and to ensure that that these data continue to be available over time.
3. The objectives of the Service are:

· develop a clear, co-ordinated acquisitions strategy in conjunction with the ESRC and JISC;

· develop and promote common standards and agreed strategies for data preparation, processing, documentation and preservation;

· integrate data services through the development of a universal single point of access and simple registration procedures and common conditions of use;

· enhance underlying data sources through the development of valued added services around key datasets and series;

· promote increased use of datasets through both general and specialist user support activities;

· develop interface and analysis tools appropriate to differing levels of expertise amongst end users;

· respond to key technical developments in the broader information environment;

· engage on a regular basis with a wide range of stakeholders, including data suppliers, data funders and end users.

4. ESDS is a distributed service, based on a collaboration between four key centres of expertise. They are:

· ESDS Government 

This Service promotes and facilitates increased and more effective use of large-scale government surveys, such as the Labour Force Survey and Health Survey for England  in research, learning, and teaching. Support covers methodological guides, short courses and support for key statistical packages. The service works closely with data producers and users to maximise the synergy between these groups.

· ESDS International 

This Service provides access to, and support for, a range of international, typically comparative datasets - both survey and aggregate sources. The central aims of the function are to promote and facilitate increased and more effective use of international datasets in research, learning, and teaching, across a range of disciplines.
· ESDS Longitudinal 

This Service supports a range of the key UK longitudinal data collections by: creating data enhancements; providing user support and training; and promoting the increased use of longitudinal data.

· ESDS Qualidata 

This Service provides access to, and support for, a range of qualitative datasets, from classic studies from the 1960s and 70s to contemporary data. The service is responsible for generating a number of data enhancements, and for providing information and training resources that focus on strategies for re-analysing qualitative data.

5. The four Centres of expertise are hosted in three separate departments:

MIMAS

http://mimas.ac.uk/about/  

ESDS International is located in MIMAS at the University of Manchester. As a designated data centre, MIMAS hosts a significant number of the UK's research information assets. Its core expertise is building applications that enable a wide range of users to make the most of this rich resource – from students and researchers working with census data to investigate social inequalities, to scientists using satellite imagery to survey and protect our environment.

The Cathie Marsh Centre for Census and Survey Research (CCSR)

http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/ 

ESDS Government is located in CCSR at the University of Manchester. CCSR is a centre for applied quantitative research, including the development of innovative methods to answer specific empirical questions. Its research activity is both substantive and methodological CCSR’s applied research programme centres on secondary analysis of census and survey data and exploits, and builds upon, the methodological expertise. The nature of this applied work is broad, inherently interdisciplinary and collaborative. 

UK Data Archive (UKDA)

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/about/about.asp 

ESDS Longitudinal and ESDS Qualidata are led by the UKDA at the University of Essex. The UKDA is a centre of expertise in data acquisition, preservation, dissemination and promotion and is curator of the largest collection of digital data in the social sciences and humanities in the UK. Founded in 1967, it now houses several thousand datasets of interest to researchers in all sectors and from many different disciplines. The UKDA is a member of the Council of European Social Science Data Archives (CESSDA) and the International Association of Social Science Information Service and Technology (IASSIST). UKDA is also a member institution of the US national social science and historical data archive, Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) in Michigan and the International Federation of Data Organizations (IFDO). 
6. Further details of the Service are available at the Service website:  http://www.esds.ac.uk/ and the ESRC website:  www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk. 

Annex II 
ESDS Review Panel Members

Professor Tim Holt (Chairman)

University of Southampton

Professor Mike Hough

King’s College, University of London

Mr Chuck Humphrey

University of Alberta, Canada

Professor Frank Sullivan

University of Dundee
Mr David Utting

JISC

Professor Keith Whitfield

Cardiff University

Dr Frank Nolan
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