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Conference Objectives:
The global recession has created both new challenges and new opportunities for regions. As governments across the world work to restore economic growth, the role that regions play in the recovery could see their importance either elevated to new heights or relegated to obscurity as governments continue to seek out the appropriate spatial scale from which to adjust to the new global landscape. Yet the downturn has not just resulted in economic shifts but has also forced an adjustment to social, political, and cultural norms that regions must seek to understand and capitalise on in order to position themselves to withstand future threats.

It is important to explore, within this shifting global landscape, the role that regions play in furthering economic growth, innovation and an improved quality of life for future generations. Those individuals just beginning their career, whether students, researchers, or practioners are uniquely placed to examine and define the future role of regions, both from a practical perspective and a visionary one as they build on their past education and work to apply their knowledge to endeavours that will strengthen and redefine regions.  
Target Audience:
The conference is open to all: academics; policy makers and practitioners; and particularly early career researchers who are currently undertaking an academic degree, post-doctoral studies or are at the start of their career. 
Programme:

The day will consist of parallel workshop sessions and plenary sessions.

Themes:
1) Governance and Regional Policy 
2) Innovation and Regional Development 
3) Spatial Planning and Policy

Travel Bursaries:

A limited number will be available – please contact the RSA office for more information.
Networking:

There will be several opportunities throughout the day during coffee and lunch breaks.

Registration and submission:

The submission site for abstracts and registration will be opening soon at: www.regional-studies-assoc.ac.uk
Local Organisers: Cecilia Wong, Brian Webb and Stephen Hincks; RSA Organiser: Lisa Bibby-Larsen
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