Socialsciencespace – partner programme

Become a partner

Socialsciencespace will bring together social scientists to explore, share and shape the big issues in social science. From funding to impact, this online social network will contain blog articles from key players in social science, a forum to share discussion, as well as funding and job opportunities, and a resource centre with free videos, reports and slides that support these discussions.

Partner with SAGE to create a new online network dedicated to the discussion of major issues facing social scientists. By endorsing this initiative be recognized as part of an international community of social science researchers, funding bodies, private agencies, the media, policy makers and government. Profile the important work that your organization or membership engages in. Shape the future dialogue around social science.

The idea: 
Socialsciencespace will be a social network combining a blog to discuss current and topical concerns about social science; a forum to share experience and expertise; and a resource to support other member activity, such as profiling social science events, published reports, or audio or video content. 

Our goals:

· To create a space for the discussion of higher level issues in social science

· Through this space enable leading voices in social science to share their views, expertise and experiences

In the physical world (at conferences and events), we see passionate dialogue about what value social science contributes to human life. In 2010 SAGE has participated in a number of well attended events, such as the Academy of Social Sciences Impact Conference; the Academy ‘Making the case’ report; and the SAGE/British Academy ‘Crucial role of Social Science’ debate. This site aims to make it possible to continue those same conversations online, and to widen access to those discussions globally. 

The partners:

SAGE is working with major social science representative bodies to establish socialsciencespace as the definitive place for social science conversation online. Partners already on board include the British Academy, and the Academy of Social Sciences. With these partners, we seek to enable a network of contributors that promotes the work and values of the social science community.

We believe socialsciencespace can bring together key players that are engaging in higher level debates about social science issues, from funding to impact. This includes figures from the chief funders, societies, think tanks, policy makers and potentially government as well as researchers.

By bringing these key players together and promoting the work that they are doing, we aim to facilitate discussion about the value of social sciences with a wider community including:

· The scholarly community

· The media

· Policy makers and government

What will it offer me?

As a partner, socialsciencespace provides your organization with a platform that works beyond your own website to link up to a wider network of resources and discussion. It will highlight work that you or your members engage in to an international community. The site will be branded as a neutral (i.e. not SAGE) platform, but with logos identifying partners, and including links to your organization.
Governance:

As a partner you will play a direct role in the evolution of the site. We will establish a development board, with representatives from each partner, who will meet to discuss features, functionality and content. 
Within the site, you will have access to add and update site content. The access control will be set to provide only approved partners and members with permission to add new content (members and visitors will be able to add comments to existing content, or to ask questions via the forums). You will also have the ability to set specific permissions access to particular resources.

SAGE will manage and run socialsciencespace, including providing development and maintenance of the site; moderation of content; and ongoing support for your organization and members.

SAGE will provide you with relevant statistics about site activity, based on their input.
Content:

We will work with all partners to identify core contributors to socialsciencespace, which will include selection of Advocates. From established influencers in their disciplines to rising stars, these individuals care passionately about the social sciences, and the issues that face social scientists from a variety of angles. (see separate document for detail of our Advocates programme). We anticipate that you will identify a number of representatives with different interests and expertise.
Roles and content:

The site will be built up around five key areas: a blog; a forum; groups; an event calendar; and resources:

· Opinion: The blog would enable you to build discussion around key issues such as funding, or integration with the life sciences, or public engagement. 

· Discussion: The forums would enable you to discuss experiences such as with funding or ethics. 

· Collaboration: The groups would enable you to engage in more specific conversations, for example around a particular policy, and the calendar would enable you to promote upcoming events (physical or virtual). 

· Dissemination: socialsciencespace will become a single resource for finding reports, presentations, audio or video content about the social sciences. 

Within the site there will be a number of key themes which we aim to build content around. The list will grow and adapt to reflect the direction of the social science community, but an initial list follows:

· Academic funding

· The interaction with the life sciences
· Shaping the public debate

· Social science communication
· Interdisciplinarity

· Research ethics

· Impact

· Paradigm shifts

· Research methods

We anticipate having a number of representatives with interests across these themes, and that each may want to commit to varying degrees. Whether you have an interest in just one particular area, or one particular topic, we’d welcome your contribution to socialsciencespace.
Some examples of contributions:

· Blog: 

· Opinion piece on themes above

· Review of a social science event or paper

· Insight or summary of a project or initiative relating to themes above

· Forum

· Share a case study on how social science has impacted on society

· Share best practice for funding proposals

· Share information on new funding or collaboration opportunities

· Resources

· Reports 
· Conference outputs: audio, video, slides

How to get involved:

Being a partner on socialsciencespace can mean a willingness to endorse the network and share information about the site with your members. Or it might be providing access to materials or conference/event listings for the site; writing content about the work you do; or providing access to your networks to build a group of contributors. 

To discuss becoming a partner, please contact us to arrange a meeting where we can review how we can work together on socialsciencespace.
Project contact:

Mithu Lucraft, SAGE. E: mithu.lucraft@sagepub.co.uk; T: 0207 324 2223


