Socialsciencespace – a proposal for the Academy of Social Sciences 
Elevator pitch:

Socialsciencespace brings together social scientists to explore, share and shape the big issues in social science. From funding to impact, this online social network contains blog articles from key players in social science, a forum to share discussion, as well as funding and job opportunities, and a resource centre with free videos, reports and slides that support these discussions.

The idea: In the physical world (at conferences and events), we see passionate dialogue about what value social science contributes to human life. In 2010 SAGE has participated in a number of well attended events, such as the Academy of Social Sciences Impact Conference (100+); the Academy ‘Making the case’ report (200+); and the SAGE/British Academy ‘Crucial role of Social Science’ debate (170+).This site aims to facilitate those same conversations online, and to widen access to those discussions globally. 

The site will bring together commentary from key players that are engaging in higher level debates about social science issues, from funding to impact. This includes figures from the chief funders, societies, think tanks, policy makers and potentially government as well as researchers.

By bringing these key players together and promoting the work that they are doing, we will facilitate discussion about the value of social sciences with a wider community including:

· The scholarly community

· The media

· Policy makers and government

The site will also provide an outlet for social scientists to share advice and expertise on demonstrating the value and impact of their work, e.g. for funding applications, research proposals etc.

Audience: anyone associated with the social sciences (funders, societies, think tanks, policy makers, researchers, etc). 

Our timeline:

May/June 2010 – gather third party support and relevant content (UK)
June 2010 – develop site requirements and build


July 2010 – gather third party support and relevant content (US); load site content and ongoing content acquisition

August 2010 – deliver a beta site
September 2010 – launch public site
