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KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:

 WHAT DO LEARNED SOCIETIES HAVE TO OFFER?


Thursday 26 June 2008
One Birdcage Walk, Westminster, London SW1H 9JJ 
09.00
Registration and Coffee

Morning Workshop
Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor
Chair of Morning Workshop:
Professor Sir Howard Newby, President, Academy of Social Sciences

09.30
Welcome and introduction

Professor Miriam David, AcSS, FRSA, Chair of Council, Academy of Social Sciences 
09.45
Knowledge Transfer and EI aims and opportunities 



Drs Astrid Wissenburg, Director of Communications and Information, ESRC 
10.15
Findings of the Report for the Academy of Social Sciences and ESRC project on 
Knowledge transfer in Learned Societies

William Solesbury, Principal, William Solesbury Associates

Questions and answer session
10.45 Coffee in the Marble Hall, Lower Ground Floor
11.00
Focus for Table Discussions introduced by Professor Miriam David in the Lecture 
Theatre, Ground Floor
11.015 Table discussions 

The table discussions will be held in Meeting Room 4 and the Courses Room on the 
lower ground floor.   You will find a letter A – H on your badge.  This denotes your 
discussion group.


Meeting Room 4 – Groups A, B, C, D

Courses Room – Groups E, F, G, H
12.0 
Feedback from sessions in the Lecture Hall, Ground Floor
12.30 Lunch in the Marble Hall, Lower Ground Floor
/over
Afternoon Conference, Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor
Chair of Afternoon Conference: Barbara Doig, Independent Knowledge Broker and Chair, Social Research Association

13.30
Welcome and introduction

Professor Ian Diamond, Chief Executive, ESRC
13.45
Introduction to the key recommendations of the Report


Drs Astrid Wissenburg, Director of Communications and Information, ESRC and 
Professor John Benyon, University of Leicester, AcSS Council member and Chair of

the College of Learned Societies.
14.05
Testing the Views of Users

Professor David Cope, Director, Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology 
14.30
Presentation by Beacons for Public Engagement

Paul Manners, Director, National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement 
(NCCPE), which is funded by HEFCE, Research Councils UK (RCUK) 
and the 
Wellcome Trust. The Centre is aimed at improving links and dialogue between 
universities and the public.
15.00
Learned Societies Case Studies (there will be an opportunity for delegates to break 
into two parallel smaller groups): each presenter will have 15 minutes to present 
and 5 
minutes for questions. 


Group A

Meeting Room 4, Lower Ground Floor

Case Study 1A
Professor Sheila Bird, Vice-President, The Royal Statistical Society 



will introduce Statistics for Journalists.

Case Study 2A
Richard Płoszek, Senior Policy Manager, The Royal Academy of 



Engineering will introduce PolicyNet, a networking group of 




policy 
people in science learned societies, professional bodies 



that shares good practice. 


Group B

Courses Room, Lower Ground Floor


Case Study 1B
Robert Upton, Secretary General, the Royal Town Planning 




Institute will lead a discussion, “Communicating the 





uncommunicable – planning policy and the public”

Case Study 2B
Matthew Harvey, Policy Manager for Horizon Scanning and 




New and Emerging Technologies, the Royal Society will discuss 



the Royal Society’s strategies for engaging policymakers and 



public at the Royal Society. 
15.45
Panel discussion
Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor


Chair: Barbara Doig

Tim Allen, Programme Director - Research and Knowledge Management, Local 
Government Association; Andrew Harrop, Head of Policy, Age Concern; Carey 
Oppenheim, Co-Director, Institute for Public Policy Research. 

17.00
Close and drinks reception in the Marble Hall, Lower Ground Floor
