PRESS RELEASE

Campaign for Social Science reaches £50,000 milestone

The newly-created Campaign for Social Science has just reached its first fundraising milestone of £50,000.  
The Campaign, launched in January 2011 at the House of Lords, was established to address concerns about the lack of awareness amongst politicians and the wider public of the crucial role that the social sciences play within society. A priority is to create a popular vision of what social science can achieve and the difference it makes, raise awareness of the importance of social science research and promote the value of social science education in the UK so that it matches the status of the sciences, engineering and medicine.   
To achieve this, the Campaign is seeking to raise £250,000 from the social science community. This will be to fund research and public engagement units over the next five years. Donations have already been gratefully received from members of the Campaign for Social Science Board, the Academy Council, several member learned societies and key social science publishers. Roadshows are taking place throughout the UK providing opportunities for social scientists to get together, discuss the issues of concern and ways in which the Campaign can lead to a more positive and more accurate understanding of social science. The Campaign is working closely with Parliament and policy makers. The All Party Parliamentary Group on Social Science is keen to receive presentations from the Campaign and other influencing avenues are also being opened up
“The work of social science in the UK is among the vey best in the world,” says Michael Harloe [role?]. “Our challenge is to keep it there. We have to ensure that social science is better identified, understood and valued, so it gets the funding resources it needs to sustain its world class position.”
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Notes to Editors

A Campaign Board has been set up, headed by Tony Crook of Sheffield University, a former Pro Vice Chancellor and current chair of the national homelessness charity Shelter. A dedicated Campaign website has also been set up at www.campaignforsocialscience.org.uk  
The Campaign welcomes donations from individuals as well as organisations. 

If you would like to donate, please visit the Campaign website 

(http://www.campaignforsocialscience.org.uk) and click on the ‘donate’ button. You can donate online straightaway with gift aid where possible, or find information about other methods of giving. 

