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President’s Lunch

Preliminary Notice

Venue: House of Lords, London
Date: 16 November 2007

The annual President's lunch will take place at the House of Lords on Friday 16 November 2007. The guest speaker will be Baroness Onora O'Neill, President of the British Academy. Please make a note of this date now.
Click here to return to the index page
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AcSS Working Groups

Call for Topics

The Academy collectively has access to exceptional expertise among its members (Academicians and Learned Societies) and has a mission to use this for social benefit. The Academy's Council has endorsed a plan for the development of Academy Reports on matters of policy and public interest where social science has a contribution to make. This entry requests members to suggest suitable topics and to volunteer to participate in the Working Groups.
Academy reports

The Academy intends to publish one or two reports on specific policy related topics each year. These reports would typically be around 15 to 30,000 words in length and include an executive summary. They would be professionally designed, addressed to an audience of policy-makers and distributed primarily as PDFs, either from the Academy's website or on CDROM.

Each report would be written by a small working group of between 5 and 10 members, mainly selected from the membership of the Academy, with an Academician normally chairing the Group. The Group would have the freedom to compose the Report as they thought best, although there will be an approval process involving external referees before it is accepted as an Academy Report. Normally, a Report will take between six and twelve months to write. The Report would then be published under the Academy's imprimatur. If appropriate, the Academy would arrange a press launch, a workshop for policy makers or other publicity.

Working Group members would not be paid, but would have travel expenses reimbursed by the Academy. Secretarial and administrative costs would need to be borne by the Group members' institutions. 

Call for Topics

The Academy is now seeking suggestions for suitable topics for the first few Reports. Topics should ideally conform to the following criteria:

· Likely to be of significant public and/or policy interest at the time of publication (i.e. no less than 18 months from initial approval). 

· Likely to benefit from a social science analysis and from social science knowledge. 

· Capable of being discussed and reported from a neutral point of view. 

· Of interest to sufficient members of the Academy.

The Academy would be grateful for suggestions that conform to these criteria. Proposals should be emailed to the Executive Secretary, Dr Caroline Bucklow, at caroline.bucklow@acss.org.uk, by June 27, 2007, for the first round of Reports, or thereafter for later rounds. The Academy would also be grateful to receive suggestions for the membership of Working Groups.

A suggestion need only be brief, but should include the following information:

· Title (one sentence summarising the topic); 

· Description (a paragraph on the proposed topic, indicating the scope and explaining why the topic is of interest); 

· Working Group members: suggestions for whom might participate (including the proposer if appropriate), either as named individuals or as descriptions of the expertise likely to be required; 

· Other: any other information that might be relevant.

We expect these Reports to be widely read and for them to influence policy thinking at the highest levels. They will form an important part of showing the value of social science to the UK today. Please take advantage of this opportunity to propose the areas that the Academy should be considering first. 

Click here to return to the index page
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Benjamin Franklin House 2007 Symposium 

Organised in co-operation with 

The Eccles Centre for American Studies
Venue: Conference Centre, British Library 

Date: 7 August 2007 18:30 – 20:00

Nobel Laureate Sir Harry Kroto will explore key aspects of 21st century science: what science is, how people, the media, politicians and others perceive science and scientists and some of the problems non-scientists have in understanding science, engineering and technology, as well as highlighting and drawing contrasts with Benjamin Franklin's work and philosophy. 

Sir Harry Kroto FRS received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1996 for the discovery of C60 Buckminsterfullerene, a new form of carbon. He is the recipient of awards from many countries, including both the Copley Medal and the Michael Faraday award from the Royal Society. He is currently on the faculty of Florida State University.

. 
For further information, please email info@benjaminfranklinhouse.org
 Or telephone +44 (0)20 7839 2006

Click here to return to the index page
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Royal Geographical Society with the
Institute of British Geographers 
Annual International Meeting
Venue: RGS-IBG and Imperial College London 
Date: 28 – 31 August 2007

The theme of the conference is 'Sustainability and Quality of Life'. Professor Angela Gurnell (King’s College London) is the conference chair.

The majority of the conference consists of themed sessions (this year more than 200), organized by Research Groups of the RGS-IBG or independent groups. The general structure of the conference is two sessions (papers, panels, special lectures) in the morning (the first starting at 09:00), two in the afternoon (the second finishing at 18:30), with plenary lectures over the lunchtime period. A conference buffet dinner is held on the Thursday evening. 
For further information, please visit www.rgs.org/ac2007
Click here to return to the index page
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PSA
Politics of Health Specialists Group

Annual Conference 

Venue: Merton College, Oxford

Date: 30 – 31 August 2007
For further information on this event, please email Dr. Alison Hann: ahann@tinyonline.co.uk or a.p.hann@swansea.ac.uk. Or phone 01550 740259
Click here to return to the index page
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PSA events at the American Political Science Association meeting
Venue: Chicago
Date: 30 August – 2 September
Political Studies Association free drinks reception

30 August, 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Hyatt, Columbus K, Chicago

Political Studies Association panel session

Islamic Extremism in Britian: Cuases, Consequences and Solutions

31 August 2007 4:15 pm

Location to be confirmed

 
For further information visit www.apsanet.org  and visit the online conference programmes.
Click here to return to the index page
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BERA

Annual Conference
Venue: Institute of Education, London

Date: 5 – 8 September 2007

More information and registration details are available at www.bera.ac.uk
  
Click here to return to the index page
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BERA

Practitioner Conference Day
Venue: Institute of Education, London

Date: 8 September 2007 from 12:00
Registration fees for this event start at £20. 

More information and registration details are available at www.bera.ac.uk
Click here to return to the index page
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Elections, Parties and Public Opinion (EPOP)

Annual Conference
Venue: Bristol
Date: 7 – 9 September 2007
In 2007 the University of the West of England, Bristol and University of Bristol will host the annual conference of Elections, Parties and Public Opinion (EPOP), a specialist group of the Political Studies Association (PSA) of the United Kingdom. It will be held on the 7th-9th September 2007.  
Over 60 papers have been accepted, and the conference will include roundtables/ panels on gender, boundary revisions in England, The Conservative Party, devolution, the French elections, and political leadership.  
Further information is available from http://www.epop07.com/
Click here to return to the index page
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RGS and

IPCC Working Group II

Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability
Venue: Royal Geographical Society, London
Date: 18 – 19 September 2007.
A two-day meeting at the Royal Geographical Society with IBG in London held jointly with the IPCC Working Group II.
For further information, please visit http://www.rgs.org/IPCC

Click here to return to the index page
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UKES 13th Annual Conference
Great Expectations? 

Meeting the changing needs of stakeholders in evaluation

Venue: The Queen’s Hotel, Leeds

Date: 22 – 23 November 2007.
This year’s UKES Conference takes as its theme the challenges we face in effectively engaging with and meeting the evolving needs of a multiplicity of stakeholders.  Stakeholders can include commissioners, evaluators, co-evaluators, participants, beneficiaries or those who may be put at risk by evaluation processes and findings; in effect all those who have a  stake in, or interest in, the particular programme being evaluated.  These stakeholders differ in terms of the influence they can exert over evaluation design, capacity to engage with the evaluation, or ability to access and utilise findings. 

Stakeholders may have contrasting views on what evaluation should achieve and how it should be carried out.  Priorities and perspectives are not fixed over time.  Evaluation is situated in a dynamic environment characterised by policy change, shifting institutional structures and new thinking from both within and outside the evaluation community. 

The conference streams explore changing stakeholder needs and expectations from a number of angles – from the core issue of effective engagement in the evaluation process, to considering the needs of specific stakeholder groups, the emerging priorities of stakeholders such as the sustainable development agenda and the challenge of involving multiple stakeholders. 

Conference Streams 

1 Effective Engagement: strategies, methods, benefits and tensions

2 Engaging Policy Makers: evaluation and policy development

3 Engaging Economic Development Practitioners: evaluating local, regional, national and international economic development

4 Emerging Stakeholder Priorities: evaluating sustainable development

5 Evaluating Complex Initiatives: engaging multiple stakeholders

Venue

The conference will be held at the Queens Hotel, City Square, Leeds, LS1 1PJ.  The hotel is located in the city centre, adjacent to the city’s main railway station.  Leeds is a fast-growing dynamic city known for its shops, restaurants, theatres and galleries.  Accommodation will be available for delegates at the Queens Hotel and at a range of other hotels nearby. 

Administration 

The conference administration is being undertaken by Professional Briefings.  For further information on any aspect of the conference please contact:  

Professional Briefings

37 Star Street  Ware  Hertfordshire SG12 7AA 

Email:   london@profbriefings.co.uk
Telephone: 01920 487672

Fax:  01920 462730

Website: www.profbriefings.co.uk/ukes2007

Click here to return to the index page
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EHS Residential training course in
Economic and Social History

Venue: Chancellors, University of Manchester
Date: 29 November – 2 December 2007
With generous support from the ESRC’s Research Development Initiative, the Economic History Society offers 12 funded places on an intensive residential course designed to raise the quality and analytical rigour of doctoral dissertations in economic and social history; improve the communication skills of postgraduates; widen their approach to their subjects; and encourage them to form networks with established scholars and fellow students in their areas of expertise. 

The course is open to 12 graduate students who are currently engaged in work on a doctoral thesis on any topic in economic and social history, whether the period be modern, early modern, or medieval.  Preference will be given to students who will be in their 2nd or 3rd year of study in November 2007.  The Society expects to recruit five academics (with recognised expertise in the field) to act as tutors on the course. 

Each student will: 

· provide a 500-word synopsis of his/her thesis; 

· present a pre-circulated paper (3,000 words drawing on a chapter or section of their thesis) to the full group in a 60 minute session; 

· read all papers before the conference; 

· act as respondent on one paper and provide the author with written comments; 

· chair a session. 

 

Apart from the plenary sessions, there will be workshops dealing with research methods.  There will also be a number of opportunities for informal discussion between participants as all are expected to be resident for the full duration of the course, between Thursday evening, 29 November to the lunch-time of Sunday, 2 December 2007.  Student questionnaires will be circulated at the end of the course for evaluation, reflection, and a report to the Economic History Society. 

The venue is Chancellors, the Residential Conference Centre of the University of Manchester, Fallowfield, Manchester. 

Students are expected to apply to their departments (in the first instance) for their travel costs.  Other costs will be met by the Society. 

An application form can be downloaded by following the links on the Society’s website – www.ehs.org.uk – or is available from: Mrs Maureen Galbraith, Administrative Secretary, Economic History Society, Department of Economic and Social History, University of Glasgow, Lilybank House, Bute Gardens, Glasgow G12 8RT.   Tel: 0141 330 4662   Fax: 0141 330 4889   E-mail: ehsocsec@arts.gla.ac.uk 

The deadline for applications is: 6 August 2007. 
Other important dates:
3 September 2007 Notification to candidates of the outcome of their application
22 October 2007 Submission of papers for circulation
19 November 2007 Receipt of papers
29 November 2007 Arrival in Manchester
10 January 2008 Respondents send comments on papers
 
Click here to return to the index page
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EHS Annual Conference
Venue: University of Nottingham

Date: 28 – 30 March 2008

The 2008 annual conference of the Economic History Society will be hosted by the University of Nottingham from 28 to 30 March.
The conference programme committee welcomes proposals in all aspects of economic and social history covering a wide range of periods and countries, and particularly welcomes papers of an interdisciplinary nature.  Preference may be given to scholars who did not present a paper at the previous year’s conference.  Those currently studying for a PhD should submit a proposal to the New Researcher session; please contact Maureen Galbraith (ehsocsec@arts.gla.ac.uk) for further information.

The committee invites proposals for individual papers, as well as for entire sessions (3 speakers, 1.5 hours duration).  The latter should include proposals and synopses for each paper in the session, although the committee reserves the right to determine which papers will be presented in the session if it is accepted.  If a session is not accepted, the committee may incorporate one or more of the proposed papers into other panels.

For each proposed paper, please send (preferably by e-mail) a brief c.v. and a short abstract (including name, postal and e-mail addresses) of 400-500 words to: 

Maureen Galbraith

Economic History Society

Dept of Economic & Social History

University of Glasgow

Lilybank House, Bute Gardens

Glasgow   G12 8RT

Scotland, UK

E-mail: ehsocsec@arts.gla.ac.uk 

For full consideration, proposals must be received by 17 September 2007.  Notices of acceptance will be sent to individual paper givers by 16 November 2007. 

Should your paper be accepted, you will be asked to provide the following:

· A brief non-technical summary of your paper for the ‘Media Briefings’ section of the Society’s website (by 4 January 2008). 

· An abstract of the paper for inclusion in the conference booklet (by 4 January 2008). 

· An electronic copy of your full paper, or a web address where the paper is available for consultation (by 3 March 2008). 

 It is the normal expectation that speakers who submit a proposal for a paper to the Conference Committee should be able to obtain independent financial support for their travel and conference attendance.  However, a very limited support fund exists to assist overseas speakers who are unable to obtain funding from their own institution or from another source.  Details of this fund and an application form can be obtained from the Society’s administrative secretary, Maureen Galbraith (ehsocsec@arts.gla.ac.uk).  It is important that a completed application form is included with the paper proposal and the brief c.v. which are submitted to the conference committee for the September deadline.  Only in exceptional circumstances will later applications for support be considered.


Click here to return to the index page
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BSA Annual Conference

Social Worlds, Natural Worlds.

Venue: University of Warwick

Date: 28 – 30 March 2008.

Abstract submission deadline: 28 September 2007
Key note speakers: Nikolas Rose (LSE), Garry Runciman (University of Cambridge), Kate Soper  London Metropolitan University) 

Conference theme:

The theme of this conference invites engagement with contemporary debates about the relationship between the natural and the social and the ways in which the nature-culture distinction is being challenged by developments within both social theory and empirical research. A key aim of the conference will be to explore the social and sociological implications of recent developments – within and without sociology - which challenge the boundaries of the natural and the social in very profound ways. Such a challenge poses questions about how we understand human society and its relations to the world of nature as well as serious moral and political questions for human society. Sociological responses to these challenges are multifaceted but remain fragmented within the various sub-fields of the discipline – for example studies of the body and emotions have drawn attention to the ways in which humans are of both culture and nature while the emergent interest in the human-animal relationship constructs animals as part of culture. This conference aims to generate a conversation between different substantive areas of sociology and across disciplinary boundaries in order to illuminate the special contribution of sociologists both to how we understand human societies and to the complex questions facing them in the 21st century.  

Abstract submission form available from: 
E-mail: BSAConference@britsoc.org.uk or  
BSA Website: www.britsoc.co.uk/events/conference  

IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 28th September 2007: Deadline for abstracts to reach the BSA office.
Friday 11th January 2008: Last date for presenters to register.

Click here to return to the index page
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PSA 58th Annual Conference

Democracy, Governance and Conflict: Dilemmas of Theory and Practice
Venue: Swansea University

Date: 31 March – 3 April 2008

For further information visit www.psa.ac.uk/2008  


Click here to return to the index page

…………………………………………………..
3a)

Academy of Social Sciences – Jo Campling Memorial Prize

The Editors of 21st Century Society, the journal of the Academy of Social Sciences, are pleased to announce the creation of the Jo Campling Memorial Prize, to mark the contribution of the late Jo Campling to the furthering of the social sciences in general and to the establishment of the journal 21st Century Society in particular. 

The prize is aimed at capacity building for the social science community through inviting scholars who are still developing their careers to contribute an 8000 word essay on a topic of their choice fitting to the scope of the journal. Please visit www.informaworld.com/tcs for more information about the journal.

Papers should be emailed to acssjournal@ioe.ac.uk  by 31 July 2007. Please clearly mark your email ‘submission for the Jo Campling Memorial Prize’.     
Click here to return to the index page
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UACES Experts on Europe
Looking for an Expert on Europe?  See this website below for an online directory of experts which is free to search.  
www.ExpertOnEurope.com
Click here to return to the index page
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