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Academy of Social Sciences’ AGM

And Seminar

Venue: Browns Courtrooms, 82-84 St Martins Lane, Covent Garden, London WC2N 4AA

Date: 27 June 2007 4.00 – 9.00pm
Timetable:
4.00pm Tea/ Coffee and Registration

4.30pm Annual General Meeting

6.30pm Seminar

8.00pm Wine, soft drinks and canapés
The seminar will be on the topic: Climate Change: A Social Problem.
The seminar will explore the contribution social scientists can make to raise the level of debate on the social issues raised by the threat of climate change.
Speakers will include:

Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive of the Royal Society of Arts, 
Jacinta Thorley, Chief Executive of South East Rural Communities Council 
Jenny Crawford, Head of Research & Knowledge, Royal Town Planning Institute
Further information about the seminar will be available shortly on the Academy of Social Sciences’ website www.acss.org.uk. Details of how to find the venue can be found at

http://www.browns-restaurants.com/details-coventgarden.php
Please email caroline.bucklow@acss.org.uk if you wish to attend either the AGM or the seminar or both.

Click here to return to the index page
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AcSS Working Groups

Call for Topics

The Academy collectively has access to exceptional expertise among its members (Academicians and Learned Societies) and has a mission to use this for social benefit. The Academy's Council has endorsed a plan for the development of Academy Reports on matters of policy and public interest where social science has a contribution to make. This entry requests members to suggest suitable topics and to volunteer to participate in the Working Groups.
Academy reports

The Academy intends to publish one or two reports on specific policy related topics each year. These reports would typically be around 15 to 30,000 words in length and include an executive summary. They would be professionally designed, addressed to an audience of policy-makers and distributed primarily as PDFs, either from the Academy's website or on CDROM.

Each report would be written by a small working group of between 5 and 10 members, mainly selected from the membership of the Academy, with an Academician normally chairing the Group. The Group would have the freedom to compose the Report as they thought best, although there will be an approval process involving external referees before it is accepted as an Academy Report. Normally, a Report will take between six and twelve months to write. The Report would then be published under the Academy's imprimatur. If appropriate, the Academy would arrange a press launch, a workshop for policy makers or other publicity.

Working Group members would not be paid, but would have travel expenses reimbursed by the Academy. Secretarial and administrative costs would need to be borne by the Group members' institutions. 

Call for Topics

The Academy is now seeking suggestions for suitable topics for the first few Reports. Topics should ideally conform to the following criteria:

· Likely to be of significant public and/or policy interest at the time of publication (i.e. no less than 18 months from initial approval). 

· Likely to benefit from a social science analysis and from social science knowledge. 

· Capable of being discussed and reported from a neutral point of view. 

· Of interest to sufficient members of the Academy.

The Academy would be grateful for suggestions that conform to these criteria. Proposals should be emailed to the Executive Secretary, Dr Caroline Bucklow, at caroline.bucklow@acss.org.uk, by June 27, 2007, for the first round of Reports, or thereafter for later rounds. The Academy would also be grateful to receive suggestions for the membership of Working Groups.

A suggestion need only be brief, but should include the following information:

· Title (one sentence summarising the topic); 

· Description (a paragraph on the proposed topic, indicating the scope and explaining why the topic is of interest); 

· Working Group members: suggestions for whom might participate (including the proposer if appropriate), either as named individuals or as descriptions of the expertise likely to be required; 

· Other: any other information that might be relevant.

We expect these Reports to be widely read and for them to influence policy thinking at the highest levels. They will form an important part of showing the value of social science to the UK today. Please take advantage of this opportunity to propose the areas that the Academy should be considering first. 

Click here to return to the index page
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RSA
Transport, Mobility and Regional Development

Venue: London Voluntary Sector Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road, London.

Date: 23 November 2007
Abstracts submission deadline: 6 July 2007
Transport is becoming increasingly important in creating cohesive, functioning regions. With the regional policy agenda’s concern with the cross-cutting themes of regional competitiveness; social inclusion and environmental sustainability, developing innovative strategies that will enhance transport efficiency and social mobility are of paramount importance. Against the backdrop of an integrated world economy, developing effective transport infrastructure is the key to connecting regions to broader economic, social and political networks. At the same time, with climate change rising up the political agenda, the need to develop sustainable transport policies that can contribute to reducing pollution and CO2 emissions is posing important dilemmas for regional actors.  

Transport policies also have the potential to contribute, both positively and negatively, to ongoing problems of uneven development and spatial disparities between regions. Competition between cities and regions within national political spaces for valuable transport investment is intensifying, with outcomes reflecting differential power relations operating across and between political scales. For rapidly growing regions, problems of congestion and other spatial constraints to growth necessitate new transport solutions, alongside other policy initiatives (e.g. housing; property development) in connecting populations to jobs. Growing travel to work distances in many booming cities reflect problems of affordability in the context of rising housing prices and a shortage of public housing. Demands for new transport infrastructures that can also deliver on sustainability goals are consequently growing.  

Economically lagging and peripheral regions face different, yet still critical, issues around transport policy. In particular, the problems of spatial connectivity are paramount. Growing competition between more peripheral regions to become hubs within broader European and global economic networks is leading to new transport initiatives around air, rail and road infrastructures. Issues of affordability, spatial effectiveness and opportunity cost inevitably arise from market-based approaches, prompting questions about the need for more integrated and planned initiatives at national and European levels.  

Transport issues therefore pose governance dilemmas – for new sets of relations between regional, national and international scales in creating integrated transport networks that allow more efficient economic and social interaction, yet also contribute to combating climate change.  

Papers are invited on the following themes:
 

· Regional development and trans-national transport networks 

· Transport issues and policy in dynamic regions 

· Connecting peripheral regions 

· Transport and regional sustainability 

· Personal mobility and transport policy 

· The role of transport in contemporary regional policy 

· Transport planning and multi-scalar governance 

· Mobility and regional labour markets 

 

Please submit offers of papers in the form of 400 word abstracts through the Regional Studies Association on-line conference portal by Friday 6th July 2007. Your MS Word file should contain your name, telephone, fax and e-mail details. To submit go to www.regional-studies-assoc.ac.uk and follow the Winter Conference Call for Papers link. 

Proposals will be considered by the Conference Programme Committee against the criteria of originality and interest, subject balance and geographical spread. 

Click here to return to the index page
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Civil Society Forum

Global Forum on Migration and Development

Date: 9 – 11 July 2007
On 9, 10 and 11 July 2007 the Belgian government will host the first meeting of the ‘Global Forum on Migration and Development’. The King Baudouin Foundation has accepted the invitation to organise the first day of the Global Forum, which will be devoted to civil society. 

The ‘Civil Society Forum on Migration and Development’ on 9 July will gather a broad range of non-governmental actors to discuss the migration and development nexus and give input to the governmental discussions on the 10th and 11th of July.
For further information, please visit http://www.gfmd-civil-society.org/index.html
Click here to return to the index page
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SRA Summer Event

Public Agencies, trust and the role of social research
Venue: Local Government Association, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ 

Date: 10 July 2007
For further information, please contact Sangeeta Parmar on 0207 812 0549
Click here to return to the index page
…………………………………………………..
2d)

UACES study group
EU Sustainable Development
Venue: Beechgrove House, University of Leeds 

Date: 12 July 2007

This is a final call for papers and a date for your diary re: the 3rd University Association for Contemporary European Studies (UACES) Study Group on "The EU and Sustainable Development" meeting.  It will again be held in Beechgrove House, University of Leeds, on 12th July 2007.

This one-day workshop will focus upon "Defining Sustainable Development within the EU".  The draft programme is as follows:

Simon Lightfoot (University of Leeds) and Jon Burchell (University of Sheffield ) 

Hannes Stephan (Keele University) - "The EU as a global leader on sustainable development: walking the talk and persuading the world?

Darren McCauley (Queen's, Belfast) “Interpreting the EU way? Sustainable Development and Civil Society in France"

Jenny Fairbrass (University of Bradford) "The Europeanisation of corporate social responsibility policy: cleavages, conflict and patterns of contestation"

All are welcome to attend.  PhDs and early career researchers are particularly welcome. There is no registration fee.

If you wish to attend please let me know by return email and indicate any specific dietary requirements.

We will be holding one further and final meeting in Leeds on the topic of Theory and Practice in EU Environmental Policy (in Sept 2007). This workshop will include practitioners who will give feedback on earlier outputs.

Paper proposals for this and final meeting are invited.  Please contact Jenny Fairbrass by email (j.fairbrass@bradford.ac.uk) if you would like to offer a paper.
Click here to return to the index page
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PSA events at the American Political Science Association meeting
Venue: Chicago
Date: 30 August – 2 September
Political Studies Association free drinks reception

30 August, 7:00 – 8:30 pm

Hyatt, Columbus K, Chicago

Political Studies Association panel session

Islamic Extremism in Britian: Cuases, Consequences and Solutions

31 August 2007 4:15 pm

Location to be confirmed

 
For further information visit www.apsanet.org  and visit the online conference programmes.
Click here to return to the index page
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BAAL

40th Annual Meeting

Technology, Ideology and Practice in Applied Linguistics
Venue: University of Edinburgh
Date: 6-8 September 2007
The 40th BAAL annual conference will be jointly hosted by three departments of the University of Edinburgh: Linguistics and English Language, the Institute for Applied Language Studies and The Moray House School of Education. The conference will be held in the Central Area Campus of the university, which is within 10 minutes walking distance of the city-centre. A highlight of the event will be the celebration of 50 years of applied linguistics at the university. This will be marked by the invited Pit Corder Colloquium and a dinner in Old College. 

Plenary speakers:

Karin Aijmer, University of Gothenburg

Norman Fairclough, University of Lancaster

Richard Johnstone, University of Stirling

Conference Organisers:   
Alan Davies, Linguistics and English Language
e-mail:  a1adavie@staffmail.ed.ac.uk
Heather Hewitt, Institute for Applied Language Studies
e-mail:  BAAL07@education.ed.ac.uk

 http://www.baal.org.uk/
Click here to return to the index page
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BAM Conference
Management Research, Education and Business Success: is the Future as Clear as the Past?
Venue: Warwick Business School, University of Warwick
Date: 11 – 13 September 2007
Come and celebrate 21 years of the British Academy of Management at the 2 day annual conference, providing an opportunity to network with peers, discuss the latest research in personal and inclusive environment and establish contacts along the way.

If you want to improve your visibility within the Business and Management community come to BAM2007.  

Full information on the event, and registration details, can be found at 
www.bam.ac.uk/conference2007

Click here to return to the index page
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BSA Annual Conference
Social Worlds, Natural Worlds.

Venue: University of Warwick
Date: 28 – 30 March 2008.
Abstract submission deadline: 28 September 2007
Key note speakers: Nikolas Rose (LSE), Garry Runciman (University of Cambridge), Kate Soper  London Metropolitan University) 

Conference theme:

The theme of this conference invites engagement with contemporary debates about the relationship between the natural and the social and the ways in which the nature-culture distinction is being challenged by developments within both social theory and empirical research. A key aim of the conference will be to explore the social and sociological implications of recent developments – within and without sociology - which challenge the boundaries of the natural and the social in very profound ways. Such a challenge poses questions about how we understand human society and its relations to the world of nature as well as serious moral and political questions for human society. Sociological responses to these challenges are multifaceted but remain fragmented within the various sub-fields of the discipline – for example studies of the body and emotions have drawn attention to the ways in which humans are of both culture and nature while the emergent interest in the human-animal relationship constructs animals as part of culture. This conference aims to generate a conversation between different substantive areas of sociology and across disciplinary boundaries in order to illuminate the special contribution of sociologists both to how we understand human societies and to the complex questions facing them in the 21st century.  

Abstract submission form available from: 
E-mail: BSAConference@britsoc.org.uk or  
BSA Website: www.britsoc.co.uk/events/conference  

IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 28th September 2007: Deadline for abstracts to reach the BSA office.
Friday 11th January 2008: Last date for presenters to register.

Click here to return to the index page
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EFTA Conference

Beyond Oppositions: Individuals, Families, Communities

Venue: SECC Glasgow

Date: 4 – 6 October 2007
3 day international conference hosted by the European Family Therapy Association and the Association for Family Therapy UK. 
The themes on successive days are:
• Mind and Body
• Self and System
• Cultural Integration and Differentiation

 Website: www.efta2007.com Email: efta@in-conference.org.uk

Click here to return to the index page
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PSA 58th Annual Conference

Democracy, Governance and Conflict: Dilemmas of Theory and Practice
Venue: Swansea University

Date: 31 March – 3 April 2008

For further information visit www.psa.ac.uk/2008  


Click here to return to the index page
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CASE Studentships 2007

Between Researchers and Users: the Regional Studies Association as a Learned Society 1965-2005
Applications are invited for a fully-funded PhD studentship based on a collaboration between the University of Manchester, the Regional Studies Association and the ESRC.

The Project
The three year doctoral project will provide a critical history of the Regional Studies Association over the period

1965-2005. The doctorate will contribute to the history of science through a case study of a learned society, situated within the literature on other scientific societies and their roles in reinforcing and sustaining intellectual identity within and across discipline boundaries. It will consider the dissemination role of a learned society’s journals in the turbulence of the digital publishing revolution. It will also address the charity trusteeship of learned societies’ governing bodies, and their responsibility for the economic fortunes of these non-profit voluntary organisations. The case of the Regional Studies Association will set against a background of radical change in the meanings of regionalism and regional planning, and in the disciplinary orientations of ‘regional studies’ within economics, geography, spatial economic analysis and political science. 
Contact information
Professor Michael Hebbert (0161 275 6898)

Michael.hebbert@manchester.ac.uk
Professor Cecilia Wong

Cecilia.wong@manchester.ac.uk
Sally Hardy, Chief Executive, Regional Studies Association (01323 899 698)
rsa@mailbox.ulcc.ac.uk
For further information on the School of Environment and Development:

www.sed.manchester.ac.uk
How to apply
We invite applications from potential UK/EU research students in a cognate discipline who have a 2.1 or above

Bachelors degree and a good Masters qualification and meet the eligibility criteria for ESRC doctoral funding.

All applications should be submitted through the PHD PLANNING option within the University's online Postgraduate Research application system:

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduate/howtoapply/
For further information on the School of Environment and Development: www.sed.manchester.ac.uk
The deadline for the online application, with CV and covering letter, is Thursday June 28th and short listed candidates will be interviewed on Wednesday July 4th.
All nominees must satisfy ESRC’s academic and residential eligibility requirements which can be downloaded from http://www.esrc.ac.uk/esrccontent/postgradfunding/foindex.asp
 

Admissions enquiries may be directed to:

Miss Samantha Blachford

Postgraduate Research Admissions

School of Environment and Development

Harold Hankins Building

University of Manchester

Manchester

M13 9QH

Tel: +44 161 275 0336

samantha.blachford@manchester.ac.uk
Click here to return to the index page
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Academy of Social Sciences – Jo Campling Memorial Prize

The Editors of 21st Century Society, the journal of the Academy of Social Sciences, are pleased to announce the creation of the Jo Campling Memorial Prize, to mark the contribution of the late Jo Campling to the furthering of the social sciences in general and to the establishment of the journal 21st Century Society in particular. 

The prize is aimed at capacity building for the social science community through inviting scholars who are still developing their careers to contribute an 8000 word essay on a topic of their choice fitting to the scope of the journal. Please visit www.informaworld.com/tcs for more information about the journal.

Papers should be emailed to acssjournal@ioe.ac.uk  by 31 July 2007. Please clearly mark your email ‘submission for the Jo Campling Memorial Prize’.     
Click here to return to the index page
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UACES Experts on Europe
Looking for an Expert on Europe?  See this website below for an online directory of experts which is free to search.  
www.ExpertOnEurope.com
Click here to return to the index page
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