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1a)

AcSS & RIA Joint Seminar I
Evaluating Research Performance 

In the Social Sciences

Venue: Royal Irish Academy, Dawson Street, Dublin
Date: 3 May 2007. 1:30 – 5:30pm
The first seminar is hosted by the Royal Irish Academy and is provisionally entitled: “Evaluating Research Performance in the Social Sciences”. Presenters include Professor Brigid Laffan (Research Director of the Dublin European Institute, University College Dublin) and Professor John Morison (Head of the School of Law, Queen’s University Belfast). There will be additional inputs from the Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences and the Irish Universities Association. An international perspective is also expected from the Norwegian Institute for Studies in Research and Higher Education. The seminar format includes Q&A and plenary panel sessions and the final programme will be released in the first week of April. The organizers include Laura Mahoney (RIA), Professor Mary Daly (Chair of the RIA Social Sciences Committee), Professor Hastings Donnan (MRIA and AcSS) and Professor John Gardner (AcSS Council). 
If you are interested in attending this seminar, please contact Denise Dant:

ddacss@dsl.pipex.com
Click here to return to the index page …………………………………………………..
1b)

AcSS & RIA Joint Seminar II

Assessing Research Quality

In the Social Sciences

Venue: Queen’s University, Belfast

Date: 22 June 2007. 10:00 – 1:30pm

The second seminar is hosted by the Academy of Social Sciences and is provisionally entitled: “Assessing Research Quality in the Social Sciences”. The ‘line-up’ for this seminar is currently being finalized and will provide perspectives on the existing and post-2008 arrangements for the assessment of research quality. A final programme will be available from early May. 
If you are interested in attending this seminar, please contact Denise Dant:

ddacss@dsl.pipex.com
Click here to return to the index page
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1c)

Academy of Social Sciences’ AGM

*Early Notice*

Venue: London

Date: 27 June 2007

The Academy of Social Sciences’ AGM will take place in the afternoon of 27 June 2007, in London. The AGM will be followed by a seminar. Further details will be available shortly but please add this date to your diary now.
Click here to return to the index page
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2a)

Earthwatch Lecture:
Madagascar – Conservation & Communities.
Venue: Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London

Date: 29 March 2007 (7:00pm)

Speakers: Dr. Luke Dollar and Dr. Jonah Ratsimbazafy

 

Two talks by Earthwatch scientists on their volunteer-based research into Madagascar’s lemurs and the lesser-known carnivores, including the enigmatic fossa, of this unique biodiversity hotspot.  
Free, but by ticket only.

 

For tickets & more information, please contact Earthwatch on (01865) 318856; events@earthwatch.org.uk
 

www.earthwatch.org/europe/events.html

Click here to return to the index page
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2b)

BSA
Annual Conference 2007

Social Connections: Identities, Technologies, Relationships

Venue: University of East London
Date: 12-14 April 2007
Key note speakers: 

Bruno Latour (Ecole des Mines, Paris) 

Saskia Sassen (Chicago)

Anthony Giddens (LSE)

The overarching theme invites engagement with a wide range of contemporary sociological concerns. The title 'social connections' frames a series of debates around identities, technologies and relationships, which also encompass the diversity of research interests within the discipline. A key element of the conference will be to explore how technologies are an integral part of the sociological imagination.  Technological transformation is a rich theme in contemporary social theory and research, and in people's everyday lives.  However, by using the term technology, we point beyond the material to include social action and ways of doing things.  In this context, we wish to encourage contributions which explore innovations in social life, and how we as sociologists think about them, drawing on technologies which are social, political, economic, emotional, cultural as well as material. The Conference theme provides opportunities for reflection on innovations in the practice of sociology and the transformations of the discipline. We invite specialised sessions which focus on research methodologies, as well as changing pedagogy.

Booking form and further information available from: 
BSAConference@britsoc.org.uk
www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Conference
 Click here to return to the index page
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2c)

UACES:
Student Forum 8th Annual Conference

Venue: University of Nottingham

Date: 19 – 20 April 2007
This two day conference aims to provide a friendly environment in which research students can attend, develop contacts with other researchers in their field, and gain experience of presenting research to their peers. The conference is aimed at research students of all levels and proposals are welcome from students working in the field of European Studies within various disciplines.
For further information, please see

http://www.uaces.org
Click here to return to the index page
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2d)

BMAF/ASKe Workshop:
De-plagiarising your Assessment

Venue: Oxford Brookes University

Date: 19 April 2007
De-plagiarising your assessment: a one day workshop aimed at those teaching in Business-related disciplines. This workshop stresses the role of assessment in dealing with student plagiarism. The relevant literature and much anecdotal experience tells us that business students frequently find or copy or share their work – perhaps even more readily than students in other disciplines. They are certainly well represented in any institutional statistics on cases managed each year. Assessment alone cannot address these issues. An effective approach will need to combine other actions beside rethinking assessment. You also may need to review student induction, develop students’ skills, introduce varied detection strategies and perhaps even rewrite your policies. Nevertheless, assessment is a key component to any effective school- or institutional-level strategy. In this one day event, the focus is first on the overall programme design. It offers suggestions as how you might ensure students are aware of their responsibilities for submitting their own work. Do they have the skills to do the required work and if not, how can you check they are developing them and intervene if they are not? A second strand will be about assessment tasks. The workshop will cover ways to design assessments where students must make rather than fake their answers. This is important because when students do their own work, they do their own learning. The workshop is lead by Jude Carroll, Deputy Director of ASKe, a Centre for Excellence in assessment standards based at Oxford Brookes University. She has spent many years investigating student plagiarism and is the author of A Handbook for Deterring Plagiarism in Higher Education, currently published by the Oxford Centre for Staff and Learning Development. Jude runs workshops nationally and internationally on a range of topics linked to deterring student plagiarism.

For more information on this event please visit: http://www.business.heacademy.ac.uk/events/deplagaske.pdf
Click here to return to the index page
…………………………………………………..
2e)

UACES Conference
Social Democracy and European Integration
Venue: London
Date: 20 – 21 April 2007
The papers will examine the origin of the preferences of social democratic parties in France, Britain, Sweden, Germany, and Greece vis-à-vis the process of European integration since 1945.
For more information please visit http://www.uaces.org/
Click here to return to the index page
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2f)

CODESRIA

Public Sector Reforms in Africa:

Retrospect and Prospect

Venue: Zomba, Malawi
Date: 22 – 24 August 2007
Deadline for papers: 15 May 2007

The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) invites abstracts and proposals for paper presentation at an international conference it is organising on the theme of Public Sector Reforms in Africa: Retrospect and Prospect. The conference is being convened in the context of the Council’s current commitment to promoting a critical re-thinking of all aspects of socio-economic development in Africa; it is also organised to honour the memory of one of the continent’s most distinguished development thinkers and former member of the CODESRIA Executive Committee, the late Professor Guy Mhone. The conference will be held in the Malawian university town of Zomba from 22 to 24 August, 2007.  
Among the themes that the conference will cover are: 
 
i)
The Public Sector in National and/or Regional Development: Theory, History and Evidence; 
ii)
Experiences of Public Sector Reform in Africa: Privatisation, Commercialisation and Enterprise Liquidation Reconsidered;
iii)
Civil Service Reforms: Dimensions and Consequences;
iv)
Experiences of Public Service Decentralisation;  
v)
Experiences and Experiments in New Public Sector Management in Africa;
vi) 
Re-thinking Public Sector Reforms for a Democratic Developmental Agenda;
vii
Overcoming Public Sector Maladjustments; 
viii)
 Beyond the State-Market Dichotomy in Development Thinking on and Practice in Africa;
ix)
Renewing the African Civil Service: Alternative Approaches;
x)
Beyond “Agencification”: Building a Developmental Public Sector for a Democratic Polity; 
xi)
Comparative Experiences on Public Sector Reform: Perspectives from the Global South.  
 
Researchers interested in participating in the conference are invited to send their abstracts and paper proposals to CODESRIA by 15 May, 2007. If selected, the abstracts/proposals would need to be developed into full conference papers that should be received by CODESRIA no later than 06 July, 2007. Full papers adjudged to be of suitable quality by the independent selection committee that will review all applications will be notified of the results of the process by 23 July, 2007 together with information on travel and lodging in Zomba, Malawi. All abstracts and full papers should be addressed to: 
CODESRIA
(Attention: The 2007 Guy Mhone Memorial Conference on Development),
BP 3304, CP 18524,
Dakar, Senegal.
 Tel: +2218259822/23
Fax: +221-8241289
E-mail: conference.development@codesria.sn
Website: www.codesria.org
Click here to return to the index page
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2g)

13th Annual British Academy
Postdoctoral Fellowship Symposium
Venue: British Academy
Date: 25 April 2007

The 13th annual British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship Symposium will be held at the Academy on Wednesday 25 April 2007. Speakers will make short presentations about aspects of the work for which they have been awarded Academy Postdoctoral Fellowships. The talks will cover the full range of Humanities and Social Sciences, with topical titles including Governing Youth Crime and Multicultural Friendship. 

More information, including the programme and abstracts is available from:
http://www.britac.ac.uk/events/2007/pdf-symp/ 
Tel: 020 7969 5235
E-mail: pdfsymp@britac.ac.uk
There is no admission charge for attendance at this event, but if you wish to join us, it is essential to inform the Academy in advance of your intention to do so. 
The booking form http://www.britac.ac.uk/events/2007/pdf-symp/form.html is available online.
Click here to return to the index page
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2h)

Civil Society Forum

Global Forum on Migration and Development

Date: 9 – 11 July 2007
On 9, 10 and 11 July 2007 the Belgian government will host the first meeting of the ‘Global Forum on Migration and Development’. The King Baudouin Foundation has accepted the invitation to organise the first day of the Global Forum, which will be devoted to civil society. 

The ‘Civil Society Forum on Migration and Development’ on 9 July will gather a broad range of non-governmental actors to discuss the migration and development nexus and give input to the governmental discussions on the 10th and 11th of July.
For further information, please visit http://www.gfmd-civil-society.org/index.html
Click here to return to the index page
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2i)

UACES Conference

Exchanging Ideas on Europe:

Common Values – External Policies

Venue: University of Portsmouth, Portsmouth 

Date: 3 – 5 September 2007

The Centre for European & International Studies Research (CEISR) at the University of Portsmouth will host this 37th Annual and 12th Research Conference. 
There will also be plenary panels at the event looking at EU / Africa and human rights and religious values in contemporary Europe.
Contact UACES for more information: www.uaces.org 
Click here to return to the index page
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2j)

PAC Annual Conference

Something Old, New, Borrowed, and Blue – 
Where Next for Public Administration in the UK?
Venue: Belfast 

Date: 3 – 5 September 2007

The annual conference of the PAC will be organised by the School of Policy Studies at the University of Ulster. It will be the first time in many years that the PAC has held its annual conference outside England. Colleagues are cordially invited to submit proposals for panels to the conference convenor.
For further information please email p.carmichael@ulster.ac.uk or h.henderson@ulster.ac.uk
Click here to return to the index page
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2k)

BAAL

40th Annual Meeting

Technology, Ideology and Practice in Applied Linguistics
Venue: University of Edinburgh
Date: 6-8 September 2007
The 40th BAAL annual conference will be jointly hosted by three departments of the University of Edinburgh: Linguistics and English Language, the Institute for Applied Language Studies and The Moray House School of Education. The conference will be held in the Central Area Campus of the university, which is within 10 minutes walking distance of the city-centre. A highlight of the event will be the celebration of 50 years of applied linguistics at the university. This will be marked by the invited Pit Corder Colloquium and a dinner in Old College. 

Plenary speakers:

Karin Aijmer, University of Gothenburg

Norman Fairclough, University of Lancaster

Richard Johnstone, University of Stirling

Conference Organisers:   
Alan Davies, Linguistics and English Language
e-mail:  a1adavie@staffmail.ed.ac.uk
Heather Hewitt, Institute for Applied Language Studies
e-mail:  BAAL07@education.ed.ac.uk

 http://www.baal.org.uk/
Click here to return to the index page
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2l)

EFTA/AFT Congress

Beyond Oppositions: Individuals, Families, Communities
Venue: Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre, Glasgow
Date: 4 – 6 October 2007

Speakers include, Boris Cyrunlnik on Neurology of Empathy, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown on Beyond Cultures and Lord Alderdice on Difference and Diversity or Division.  

For further information or to register visit: www.EFTA2007.com

Click here to return to the index page
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3a)

Governance of the Academy 

Consultation Document
The proposed constitutional alterations to the Academy of Social Sciences, awaiting approval from the Members, are now available on the AcSS website. Members are also invited to respond to the consultation document via the response form which is also available on the website. Response forms should be sent to Michael Jacobs via email to mrjacobs@btinternet.com.

Members need to sign in to the ‘Members Area’ to view both documents which can be found under the ‘News for Members’ section in the Members Area. 

http://www.acss.org.uk/members.htm
Click here to return to the index page
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3b)

Evolution and the Social Sciences

Podcast
If you missed the debate between eminent social scientists on whether evolutionary thinking, specifically Darwinism, has anything to offer the study of society at the University of Bath on the 14th March, a podcast of the event is now available to download. There is a direct link to this on the AcSS website (follow the link on the homepage). 

Alternatively you can download it from http://www.bath.ac.uk/podcast/
Click here to return to the index page
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3c)

Academy of Social Sciences – Jo Campling Memorial Prize
The Editors of 21st Century Society, the journal of the Academy of Social Sciences, are pleased to announce the creation of the Jo Campling Memorial Prize, to mark the contribution of the late Jo Campling to the furthering of the social sciences in general and to the establishment of the journal 21st Century Society in particular. 

The prize is aimed at capacity building for the social science community through inviting scholars who are still developing their careers to contribute an 8000 word essay on a topic of their choice fitting to the scope of the journal. Please visit www.informaworld.com/tcs for more information about the journal.

Papers should be emailed to acssjournal@ioe.ac.uk  by 31 July 2007. Please clearly mark your email ‘submission for the Jo Campling Memorial Prize’.     
Click here to return to the index page
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