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AcSS/SRA/RSS Conference
What’s happening to British statistics?

Venue: British Library, Euston, London

Date: 29 October 2007
Time: 15:30 – 18:30

In July the Statistics and Registration Service Act was passed to come into effect from 1st April 2008. The Statistics Commission will cease after March 2008 and ONS’s formal status will change from being part of government to being an agency working to the newly appointed Statistics Board which comes into being on 1st April 2008. Sir Michael Scholar has been appointed chair of this board and the process of choosing directors is under way. In June, as one of its final publications the Statistics Commission published its report on “Data on Demand-Access to Official Statistics” which set out its recommendations for improving public access to statistics including on the web. At the beginning of October the commission published its “Proposals for a Code of Practice for Official Statistics”.   
3.30 Tea and Registration
4.00 Welcome to BL and the Chair, Ceridwen Roberts, SRA and Jude England, Head of Social Science Collections and Research of the British Library 
The Statistics and Registration Services Act 2007- what it covers and its implications
Andrew Garratt, RSS.

Efficiency and Modernisation at ONS – what is changing and what do the proposed 5% cuts mean?
Richard Laux and Stephen Penneck, ONS  
 

Access and Disclosure – issues and problems
Speaker : Statistics Commission

Simon Briscoe Financial Times 
The role of users - what do users want and what can they do to improve usage of and confidence in British statistics?
Keith Dugmore, Statistics User Forum 
6.00 Discussion, followed by Drinks 
Members of the RSS, SRA or AcSS £15; non members, £20. 
Apply for a place to Dorothy Williams: dorothy.williams@the-sra.org.uk 0207 388 2391  
Click here to return to the index page
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AcSS Joint Colleges Meeting

Venue: Friend’s Meeting House (Room 5) 173 Euston Road, NW1

Date: 5 November 2007

Time: 13:45 – 15:45

A working sandwich lunch will be available. 

The Agenda will include: the Charities Commission consultation; subscriptions for 2008; and an update on the ESRC-funded Knowledge Transfer project in which member Learned Societies are involved. 


NOTE: Following that meeting there will be a Joint Colleges meeting at the British Library (a 5 minute walk from Friends House) from 4pm until 7 pm. This will include a presentation by Jude England, Head of the Social Science Collection at the British Library, on how the Academy and the BL can work together to increase the public understanding of Social Science. The event will also provide an opportunity to meet the people who are standing for election to Council.  This is an important meeting for the Academy. Please make an effort to attend and also encourage your colleagues to come. Further details will follow in due course. Refreshments will be available.  

Click here to return to the index page
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AcSS Joint Meeting:

College of Learned Societies and College of Academicians

Venue: British Library, London

Date: 5 October 2007

The Academy of Social Sciences is holding a joint meeting of College of Learned Societies and College of Academicians at 4.00pm on 5 November 2007, in conjunction with Dr Jude England Head of the Social Science Collections at the British Library, Euston Road, London.

The meeting is the first meeting of the Colleges of Learned Societies and of Academicians, since the governance changes were introduced at the AGM in June. We hope as many people will attend as possible, since this is an ideal opportunity to catch up on what has happened and to become actively involved in our future programme, as well as to learn more about the vision for the Social Science Collections and Research at The British Library. 

Outline Programme

4.00pm

Welcome and Academy of Social Sciences update – 


Professor Miriam David, AcSS, FRSA


Chair, Academy of Social Sciences

4.15pm

Council elections and governance update – 

Michael Jacobs, Academy of Social Sciences
Honorary Secretary, Academy of Social Sciences

Those who are standing for Council will have an opportunity during this session to present their ideas about the future of the Academy of Social Sciences and how they will contribute to the work of Council.

4.45pm

Future Events and opportunities to get involved –



Representative from the Events Committee
   

5.15pm 
The vision for the Social Science Collection at the British Library –



Dr Jude England, Head of Social Science Collections and Research 

5.45

Discussion - how the Academy of Social Sciences can work with the British 

Library to increase public interest in the Social Sciences. 

Organiser:

Caroline Bucklow, AcSS, Executive Secretary of the Academy of Social Sciences
Please email caroline.bucklow@acss.org.uk if you wish to attend.

Details of how to find the venue can be found at http://www.bl.uk 
Click here to return to the index page
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President’s Lunch

Venue: House of Lords, London
Date: 16 November 2007

Time: 12:00 (for 12:30) – 14:15

The speaker at the lunch will be Baroness Onora O’Neil, President of the British Academy, on Normative Enquiry and the Social Sciences.

All Academicians and Members of Learned Societies are very welcome to attend the lunch, but we are asking for a contribution of £55 per head to help defray the costs of the event.   

Member Learned Societies wishing to book a complete table, to seat ten people, will be entitled to a discount.

  

If you would like to attend, please contact the Reading Office or email admin@acss.org.uk. A formal invitation card will be issued shortly before the lunch, after receipt of payment.  

The security arrangements at the House of Lords require that guests present their invitation card on arrival and you will not be admitted without an invitation card. 
Places are filling rapidly, so if you wish to attend but have not yet booked a place, please do so quickly.

Click here to return to the index page
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AcSS Working Groups

The Academy collectively has access to exceptional expertise among its members (Academicians and Learned Societies) and has a mission to use this for social benefit. The Academy's Council has endorsed a plan for the development of Academy Reports on matters of policy and public interest where social science has a contribution to make. This entry requests members to suggest suitable topics and to volunteer to participate in the Working Groups.
Academy reports

The Academy intends to publish one or two reports on specific policy related topics each year. These reports would typically be around 15 to 30,000 words in length and include an executive summary. They would be professionally designed, addressed to an audience of policy-makers and distributed primarily as PDFs, either from the Academy's website or on CDROM.

Each report would be written by a small working group of between 5 and 10 members, mainly selected from the membership of the Academy, with an Academician normally chairing the Group. The Group would have the freedom to compose the Report as they thought best, although there will be an approval process involving external referees before it is accepted as an Academy Report. Normally, a Report will take between six and twelve months to write. The Report would then be published under the Academy's imprimatur. If appropriate, the Academy would arrange a press launch, a workshop for policy makers or other publicity.

Working Group members would not be paid, but would have travel expenses reimbursed by the Academy. Secretarial and administrative costs would need to be borne by the Group members' institutions. 

Contact the Executive Secretary for further information, caroline.bucklow@acss.org.uk. 

Click here to return to the index page
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Social and Policy Research Institute 
'Tackling complexity in social security: current debates on the single working age benefit'
Venue: University of Ulster, near Belfast.
Date: 6 November 2007.
Speaker: Dr Roy Sainsbury, Assistant Director, Social Policy Research Unit, University of York

Dr Sainsbury is joint author of a recent report, One for all: active welfare and a single working age benefit' by Roy Sainsbury and Kate Stanley (Institute of Public Policy Research, 2007) which examines social security benefits for working age adults in the UK and which calls for a single working age benefit to replace the current complex arrangements which are different for different types of claimants.

The issue is at the heart of current debates on welfare to work reform as, in line with welfare states across Europe, the UK government seeks to redesign social security to encourage people into work. How do you design social security policies that simultaneously offer protection and at the same time offer incentives to people to return to work?


Click here to return to the index page
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RSS/SRA Cathie Marsh Memorial Lecture

Using SARS to research the experience of ethnic minorities.
Venue: Royal Statistical Society.
Date: 20 November 2007

Time: 16:30 – 19:00

This years RSS/SRA Cathie Marsh memorial lecture aims to illustrate how the Samples of Anonymised Records from the British Census together with small area statistics can be used to look at key issues of social concern about the different labour market experiences of minority ethnic groups. It will be highly relevant both for practitioners who want to understand more about patterns of minority ethnic employment in local areas and for academic researchers who are interested in this substantive area or in the use of Census based data as a resource for research. 
Tea and Registration   
   

Welcome and introduction by the chair 

 

‘The SARS as a Resource for Researchers’ 
Prof Ed Fieldhouse, University of Manchester 
‘The dynamics and diversity of ethnic minority labour market outcomes: evidence from the SARs’.  

Ken Clark, Senior Lecturer in Economics, University of Manchester and Research Fellow, IZA, Bonn. 
'Profiling local labour markets: using the SARS to explore the situation of ethnic minority women' Lisa Buckner, Senior Research Fellow at the University of Leeds 
Discussant : Rachel Leeser , Senior Research and Statistical Analyst

Greater London Authority 
6.30 Questions and discussion 

6.45 Close and drinks reception 
There is no charge for this event but pre-registration is requested. Please email events@rss.org.uk to register


Click here to return to the index page
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UKES 13th Annual Conference
Great Expectations? 

Meeting the changing needs of stakeholders in evaluation

Venue: The Queen’s Hotel, Leeds

Date: 22 – 23 November 2007.
This year’s UKES Conference takes as its theme the challenges we face in effectively engaging with and meeting the evolving needs of a multiplicity of stakeholders.  Stakeholders can include commissioners, evaluators, co-evaluators, participants, beneficiaries or those who may be put at risk by evaluation processes and findings; in effect all those who have a  stake in, or interest in, the particular programme being evaluated.  These stakeholders differ in terms of the influence they can exert over evaluation design, capacity to engage with the evaluation, or ability to access and utilise findings. 

Stakeholders may have contrasting views on what evaluation should achieve and how it should be carried out.  Priorities and perspectives are not fixed over time.  Evaluation is situated in a dynamic environment characterised by policy change, shifting institutional structures and new thinking from both within and outside the evaluation community. 

The conference streams explore changing stakeholder needs and expectations from a number of angles – from the core issue of effective engagement in the evaluation process, to considering the needs of specific stakeholder groups, the emerging priorities of stakeholders such as the sustainable development agenda and the challenge of involving multiple stakeholders. 

Conference Streams 

1 Effective Engagement: strategies, methods, benefits and tensions

2 Engaging Policy Makers: evaluation and policy development

3 Engaging Economic Development Practitioners: evaluating local, regional, national and international economic development

4 Emerging Stakeholder Priorities: evaluating sustainable development

5 Evaluating Complex Initiatives: engaging multiple stakeholders

Venue

The conference will be held at the Queens Hotel, City Square, Leeds, LS1 1PJ.  The hotel is located in the city centre, adjacent to the city’s main railway station.  Leeds is a fast-growing dynamic city known for its shops, restaurants, theatres and galleries.  Accommodation will be available for delegates at the Queens Hotel and at a range of other hotels nearby. 

Administration 

The conference administration is being undertaken by Professional Briefings.  For further information on any aspect of the conference please contact:  

Professional Briefings

37 Star Street  Ware  Hertfordshire SG12 7AA 

Email:   london@profbriefings.co.uk
Telephone: 01920 487672

Fax:  01920 462730

Website: www.profbriefings.co.uk/ukes2007

Click here to return to the index page
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Social and Policy Research Institute

Understanding and Influencing Global Social Policy

Venue: University of Ulster, near Belfast

Date: 23 November 2007

Speaker:  Professor Bob Deacon, Professor of Social Policy, Sheffield University

Professor Deacon is a leading scholar in global social policy and is the author of many books and articles on social policy, globalization and the role of supra-national institutions such as the European Union and the World Bank. 

Click here to return to the index page
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PSA
Annual Awards Luncheon
Date: 27 November 2007
PSA Annual Awards Luncheon, Institute of Directors.
For more information, contact Sue.forster@ncl.ac.uk

Click here to return to the index page
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EHS Residential training course in
Economic and Social History

Venue: Chancellors, University of Manchester
Date: 29 November – 2 December 2007
With generous support from the ESRC’s Research Development Initiative, the Economic History Society offers 12 funded places on an intensive residential course designed to raise the quality and analytical rigour of doctoral dissertations in economic and social history; improve the communication skills of postgraduates; widen their approach to their subjects; and encourage them to form networks with established scholars and fellow students in their areas of expertise. 

The course is open to 12 graduate students who are currently engaged in work on a doctoral thesis on any topic in economic and social history, whether the period be modern, early modern, or medieval.  Preference will be given to students who will be in their 2nd or 3rd year of study in November 2007.  The Society expects to recruit five academics (with recognised expertise in the field) to act as tutors on the course. 

Each student will: 

· provide a 500-word synopsis of his/her thesis; 

· present a pre-circulated paper (3,000 words drawing on a chapter or section of their thesis) to the full group in a 60 minute session; 

· read all papers before the conference; 

· act as respondent on one paper and provide the author with written comments; 

· chair a session. 

 

Apart from the plenary sessions, there will be workshops dealing with research methods.  There will also be a number of opportunities for informal discussion between participants as all are expected to be resident for the full duration of the course, between Thursday evening, 29 November to the lunch-time of Sunday, 2 December 2007.  Student questionnaires will be circulated at the end of the course for evaluation, reflection, and a report to the Economic History Society. 

The venue is Chancellors, the Residential Conference Centre of the University of Manchester, Fallowfield, Manchester. 

Students are expected to apply to their departments (in the first instance) for their travel costs.  Other costs will be met by the Society. 

An application form can be downloaded by following the links on the Society’s website – www.ehs.org.uk – or is available from: Mrs Maureen Galbraith, Administrative Secretary, Economic History Society, Department of Economic and Social History, University of Glasgow, Lilybank House, Bute Gardens, Glasgow G12 8RT.   Tel: 0141 330 4662   Fax: 0141 330 4889   E-mail: ehsocsec@arts.gla.ac.uk 

The deadline for applications is: 6 August 2007. 
Other important dates:
3 September 2007 Notification to candidates of the outcome of their application
22 October 2007 Submission of papers for circulation
19 November 2007 Receipt of papers
29 November 2007 Arrival in Manchester
10 January 2008 Respondents send comments on papers
 
Click here to return to the index page
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Social Policy and Research Institute

Mapping the community relations third sector in Northern Ireland during the Troubles: issues and problems
Venue: University of Ulster, near Belfast 
Date: 7 December 2007

Speaker:  Dr Brent Never, Assistant Professor of Public Administration, University of Illinois and visiting Fulbright Scholar at the School of Policy Studies, University of Ulster
Professor Never will present a paper based on his current field work in Northern Ireland and will discuss the applicability of an ecological conceptual framework to the experience of community  relations work. He will consider in particular the case of the Holy Cross dispute in North Belfast
Click here to return to the index page
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PSA and The Hansard Society

Annual Lecture
Venue: Attlee Suite, Porticullis House, London
Date: 12 December 2007

Time: 18:00

Speaker to be announced.

For further information, please contact Sue.forster@ncl.ac.uk

Click here to return to the index page
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EHS Annual Conference
Venue: University of Nottingham

Date: 28 – 30 March 2008

The 2008 annual conference of the Economic History Society will be hosted by the University of Nottingham from 28 to 30 March.
Click here to return to the index page
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BSA Annual Conference

Social Worlds, Natural Worlds.

Venue: University of Warwick

Date: 28 – 30 March 2008.

Key note speakers: Nikolas Rose (LSE), Garry Runciman (University of Cambridge), Kate Soper (London Metropolitan University)

The theme of this conference invites engagement with contemporary debates about the relationship between the natural and the social and the ways in which the nature-culture distinction is being challenged by developments within both social theory and empirical research. A key aim of the conference will be to explore the social and sociological implications of recent developments – within and without sociology - which challenge the boundaries of the natural and the social in very profound ways. Such a challenge poses questions about how we understand human society and its relations to the world of nature as well as serious moral and political questions for human society. Sociological responses to these challenges are multifaceted but remain fragmented within the various sub-fields of the discipline – for example studies of the body and emotions have drawn attention to the ways in which humans are of both culture and nature while the emergent interest in the human-animal relationship constructs animals as part of culture. This conference aims to generate a conversation between different substantive areas of sociology and across disciplinary boundaries in order to illuminate the special contribution of sociologists both to how we understand human societies and to the complex questions facing them in the 21st century. 
Booking form and further information available from: 
BSA Website: www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Conference or 

E-mail: BSAConference@britsoc.org.uk  
Academic conference organising team: 

Bob Carter, Nickie Charles, Christina Hughes and Hazel Rice (University of Warwick)

Click here to return to the index page
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PSA 58th Annual Conference

Democracy, Governance and Conflict: Dilemmas of Theory and Practice
Venue: Swansea University

Date: 31 March – 3 April 2008

For further information visit www.psa.ac.uk/2008  


Click here to return to the index page
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BA/AHRC/ESRC

Visiting fellowships for South Asia and the Middle east 2007/2008

The British Academy (BA) the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and the Economic and Social Research Council will shortly announce a second call for applications for their joint Visiting Fellowships for South Asia and the Middle East. The fellowships aim to attract early career researchers in any branch of the humanities or social sciences, who, in conjunction with a UK host academic, can apply to spend at least two months undertaking a clearly specified research project in the United Kingdom.
Applicants must be of postdoctoral or equivalent status. They must also be ordinarily resident in one of these countries: Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.  
The maximum grant under the scheme is £15,000 at Full Economic Cost (FEC). The BA/AHRC/ESRC will contribute 80% of the FEC of the visit, up to a maximum of £12,000. Further information will be available in late September.  
Applications should be submitted to the ESRC via the Research Council Joint Electronic Submission System (Je-S). More information about the call will shortly be available at http://www.esrc.ac.uk/vfsouthasiamiddleeast 

Click here to return to the index page
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Social scientists sought to help FSA meet strategic goal
The Food Standards Agency is looking to appoint a Chair and up to ten members of a new, independent Social Science Research Committee (SSRC).  
The SSRC will play an important role in helping the Agency achieve its strategic goal of strengthening its capacity for social science research. It will advise and critically assess how the Agency gathers and uses social science evidence and advice. The Agency will rely on the SSRC to keep it in touch with relevant social science activity both in the UK and internationally, and to draw on wider expertise as appropriate to advise the Agency. Both Chair and members will therefore come from a variety of social science disciplines, be experts in their subjects, with proven academic or professional records, and have good links with a wide range of academics and research organisations.  
An opportunity also exists for one lay member to be part of the Committee. The lay member will have experience of working on consumer issues and of working with others in a committee context. They will need to be able to work with the social science members to ensure that the Committee’s advice takes account of consumer concerns.  
John Harwood, Chief Executive of the Food Standards Agency, says:  

“We recognise that social science within the Agency needs to be strengthened - the establishing of a Social Science Research Committee is fundamental to meeting this objective.”  

For more information or an application pack, please visit www.food.gov.uk/social science or call Jane Barrett on 020 7276 8263. 

Click here to return to the index page
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UACES Experts on Europe
Looking for an Expert on Europe?  See this website below for an online directory of experts which is free to search.  
www.ExpertOnEurope.com
Click here to return to the index page
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To include your event in the next AcSS Electronic Bulletin, please email Lucy Abbott: miss.l.abbott@googlemail.com
End of Bulletin

